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THE DECLARATION, 


. WHICH HE DELIVERED TO THE 
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COLLECTED. FROM | THE BEST MATERIALS; OP: 
| AN IMPARTIAL HAND. 
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; | t Now he's viewd 
Thro' the dim ſhade his fate caſts o'er him. 
A. ſhade that ſpreads its ev'ning darkneſs o'er 
His brighteſt virtues, while it ſhews his foibles 
| Crowding and obvious as the midnight 
Which, in the ſunſhine of proſperity, 
Nerex had been Ks 
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HE frequency of public executions, has al- 
moſt diſarm'd them of their terror. Mankind 
read, with indifference, the periodical accounts of 
unhappy victims, ſacrificed to the violated laws of 
their country. The rank and ſituation of the crimi- 
nal, not being ſufficient to engage the attention of the 
public, he dies unlamented; and his puniſhment, 
which 1s defigned for an intimidation to others, in 
fome meaſure, loſes its effect. ee 
But the ſufferings of a late celebrated Divine, ſeem 
to have rouſed the feelings of mankind ; and as, by 
the forfeiture of his life, he has attoned for the crime 
he had committed, it is to be hoped, that i ſtriking 
an example, will not be altogether uſeleſs to the 
world. Having diſtinguiſhed himſelf, boih as a 
Writer and a preacher, he was generally known, and 
aàãs generally admired ; therefore, has his fate been de- 
3 | plored; and it has been the wiſh of thouſands, that 
| | bs the 


*as the crime, for which he was condemned, is now 


1 
the rigour of juſtice could have been mitigated. But 


become a growing evil, and that, of all others, the 
moſt p pernicious to a commercial country, we muſt 
nde the confirmation of his ſentence, not, it is 
charuabiy preſumed, to a want of humanity, but to 
a polfrical motive; "otherwiſe, the rank he held in 
life; his abilities, learning and philanthropy ; and 
laſtiy. his making reſtitution to the party in- 


: Jured, might, ſurely, have pleaded in his favour, and 


the earneſt requeſt of his Numerous 5 petitioners, been 


attended with ſucceſs; - 


Without repeating the various cenſures which 
have been. palled on this unfortunate man; againſt 


whom the tongue of ſcandal has not been idle; let It 


be ſufficient to obſerve, that by too great a compli- 


ance with the faſhionable diſſipation of the times, he 


incurred expences which he could but ill ſupport; 


and. in one unguarded moment, plunged into guilt, 


in order to remove a temporary embarraſſment. In- 
ſtead, therefore, of aſperſing his memory with cruel. 
reflections, let us rather conſider him as a dreadful 


example of human infirmity; from which. may be 


inferred two very uſeful maxims : — That extrava= 
ance and a neglect of thoſe prudential rules, in the 
conduct of life, (which men of genius are too apt to 


diſregard) generally terminate in, diſtreſs ; and that 


great circumſpection in our conduct is neceſſary, leſt, 


in the hour of 1magined ſecurity, we are overcome 
by the temptations which ſurround us : — and that 


this awful event may make the greater impreſſion on 
the mind, let us turn from theſe reflections, to the 
perſon who occaſioned them; and relate the mad 


ing narrative of his life, 
72 > 
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f R. WILLIAM DOD D, was the ſon of a 
clergyman, who, for many years, was vicar of 
Bourne, in Lincolnſhire. He was born in the year 
1729. When young, he was ſent to the Univeriity 
of Cambridge, and entered of Clare-Hall, where he 
was diſtinguiſhed by the brightneſs of his parts, and 
attention to his ſtudies, He ſoon diſcovered a taſte 


| A for poetry. In the year 1747, he publiſhed a Paito-. 


ral, entitled, Diggon Davy's Reſolution on the Deaih 

his laſt Cow, in order to convince a friend, that the 
diſtemper which then prevailed amongſt the horned 
cattle, had been deſcribed by Virgil. This appears to 
have been the firſt effort of his genius ; at leait, the 
firſt with which he favoured the public. 

In the year 1748, he publithed a few trifling pieces 
of poetry, on domeſtic occurrences. In the year fol- 
lowing, 1749, a very remarkable incident gave riſe 
to two epiſtles, written in a very animated fiile, which 
laid the foundation of his reputation as a writer.— 
The circumſtance is as follows: 

The captain of a trading veſſel, who uſed to traf- 
fic on the coaſt of Africa, went up the country, where 
he was introduced to a mooriſh king, of conſiderable 
power and opulence. The prince, captivated with 
the polite behaviour of the Engliſh, entertained them 
with the greateſt civility ; and at laſt repoſed ſuch 
confidence in the captain, as to entruſt him with his 
ſon, about eighteen years of age; and another youth, 
to be brought to England, and educated in the Euro- 
pean manner. He received them under his care; 
but, abuſing his truſt, baſely fold them for gain. 
This ſordid wretch ſoon after died; and upon the 
arrival of the ſhip in England, the officers related the 
whole affair; on which the government ſent to pay 
their ranſom; they were brought to England, and 
| 1 5 D 2 - put 


* 


4 


= put AY the care of the Earl of Halifax, then fit 
| | commiſſioner of trade and plantations, who had them 
| 5 cloathed and educated in a genteel manner. They 
5 __ were introduced to the king, richly dreſſed in an Eu- 
| ropean habit; and, ſome months afterwards, were bap- 
tized at the Temple Church, by Mr, Terrett, reader of 

| the Temple, who: undertook to inſtruct them in the 
* Chriſtian Faith. — During their ſtay in England, they 
frequently appeared at the theatres, and were once 

preſent at the performance of Oroonoko ; when, 
ſeeing perſons of their own colour, on the ſtage, ap- 
parently in the ſame diſtreſs, from which they had 
been ſo lately relieved, the tender interview between 
Imoinda and: Oroonoko, who relates his ſufferings, 
in conſequence of his being betrayed, by the treachery 
f of a captain, fo ſtrongly affected them, with that ge- 

| | nerous grief, which pure nature always feels, that 
| | the young prince was obliged to retire at the end of 
the fourth act. His companion remained until the 
concluſion, but wept the whole time, | 


_ Upon. this ſubjet Mr. Dodd wrote two epiſtles, 
: which were ſoon after publiſhed, and addrefſed to 
4H the Earl of Halifax, which are univerſally al- 
| lowed to poſſefs confiderable merit, and to rank 
very high as literary performances, 


—— 2 — — 


The year following, having made ſome 1 in 
trandlating the Hymns f Callimachius, he put forth 
propoſals for printing them. He continued in the 
college that year, during the vacation, and wrote a 
humourous mock Heroic Poem, entitled, A Day of 
Vacation at College, in which he deſcribes a College- 
life, at that ſeaſon of the 3 Noem was pub- 
* 11 Ws _ 1. 
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In 1730, he tranſlated the 18th Book of 'Telemas 
chus, as a ſpecimen of the whole work; but other 
employments prevented him from proſecuting it. 
He does not appear to have publiſhed any thing, be- 
ſides the Poem before- mentioned, in the year 1731, 
except an Elegy on the Death of Frederic Prince of 


ales, the Father of his preſent Majeſty. In the latter 
part of this year, or beginning of the ſubſequent one, 
Mr. Dodd was ordained : ſoon after which, he left 


Cambridge, having only taken the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts, and came up to London, where he was ſoon 


diſtinguiſhed as a celebrated preacher ; and in April 


he obtained the lectureſhip of We/t-Ham and Bow, 
He ſeems, at this period of his life, to have devoted 
his whole attention to the duties of his clerical profeſ- 


| fion ; and the ſucceſs which attended his endeavours, 


was ſufhcient to encourage him to continue the ſame 
ardour in purſuit of the higheſt degree of excellence, 
for the attainment of which; he poſſeſſed every natu- 
ral and acquired requiſite, Whenever he was known 
to preach; the church was always crowded with an 
admiring and attentive audience. His perſon was 
calculated to command reſpect ; his voice was har- 
monious, and his elocution graceful and energetic. 
He was then thought to inciine to the Hutchinſonian 


Mm ſyſtem. He acknowledged, that he once entertained a 
1 2 0 N » . . * * Py * 
good opinion of che notions of Mr. Hutchinſon; but, af- 


ter a more impartial examination, he had reaſon to think 


IF othawite. The Niethodilis alſo flattered themſelves 
with expectations ol ſceing him declare himſelf an 
elpouſer ol their doGrines: but that their expectations 


regulardy, ſelevicd jrom each Play, in two Volumes: He 


were ill-lounded, appears from a Sermon which he 


printed, entitled, Caution » againſt Methodiſm; or 
Uni) recommended. 1 5 6 e 16h 


In 1752, he puoliſhed The Beauties ef Shakeſpeare, 


then 


- 


1 6. | 


chen declared in his preface, that he ſhould REY all 
| purſuits of the like kind, for objects of greater im- 
| portance, and which demanded his moſt ſerious at- 
| tention: . 
DB In the year 17 5 3. he publiſhed a Perak, erated. 
| | An Eh 72 to a Lady, concerning ſome important and 
neceſſary Truths in Religion, in which he has drawn 
ſeveral real characters. This year he was appointed 
Lecturer of St. Fames's, Garlick- Hull. 
His popularity continued to increaſe with his in- 
duly and application: he now printed by ſub- 
# ſcription, four Volumes of Sermons on the Miracles and 
# | Puarables: and about the year 17534, he was choſen 
| Lecturer sf St. Olave's, Hart-Street. 
In the year 1755, he publiſhed his Pen of 


The Hymns of Callimachus, tranſlated from the Greek, 


> — ny) on ETA? 
— di rates a 


" 
3 


| into Engliſh Verſe, with explanatory Notes ; to which 
j are added, Select Epigrams, and the Coma Berentces of 
h tue fame author 5: Six Hymns of Orpheus; and the 
| Eeuncomium of Ptolemy, by Thieocritus. He was, at this I 
| time, taken notice of by Dr. Aeene, then Biſhop of Ne 
i | Cheſler, but now of Ely, who, having conceived a B 
| good opinion of Mr. Dodd, at the Univerſity, was . 
h deſirous of aſſiſting him, as a young man of abi- 1. 
1 lities and character. ti 
ö His next publications were, The Sinful Chr iftian 2 
Fl condemned by his own Prayers, a Sermon.—The M- Hh 
if ture and Neceſſity of Faſting, being the ſubſtance of two XF bl 
| Sermons.— Theſe were preached at We/t-Ham, and pi 
St. Olave's. He alſo publiſhed the following ſmall | W 
pieces, with an intention to diſtribute them amongſt or 
- the poor. — The Church Catechiſm explained after a cl 
new Method ; wit Proofs from Scripture, ſubjoined to in 
every Article—An earneſt Addreſs to his Pariſhioners, FF te! 
by a Miniſter of the Church of England, concerning tlie pr 
All 


elt iy, means and marks, of true Faith in Chriſt 


Jeſus. 
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Y ” Teſus.—A Mord of Aduice-to Sureties in Baptiſm; 
being a ſhort Extract from a Sermon on that Subjecl.— 
The Chriſtian Sacrament and Sacrifice, extracled from 
Dr. Rr „ 
In 1757, he viſited Southampton, and there wrote 
Thoughts on the Glorious Epiphany of the Lord Feſus 
* Chriſt, a Poetical' Eſſay; which he publiſhed in 1758. 
Ihe ſubje& of this Poem is ſerious and important; 
9 1 not calculated to pleaſe the gay, the thoughtleſs and 
profane; or written for thoſe who read only to amuſe 
an idle hour. The ſerious and well-diſpoſed Chriſ- 
tian may peruſe it with inſtruction, and their hearts 
| be kindled with a greater love for their Eternal Inhe- 
| vitance,.::: 20 3 . 
On the 11th of June, in this year, he preached a 
Sermon, which he afterwards publiſhed, on, The Pro- 
8. ple's Duty, "when the Hoſt is gone forth againſt. the 
Enemy. | ooo 9d: | 
We are next to conſider him in a very amiable 
point of view, in which he had an opportunity of 
exerciſing his benevolent diſpoſition. Several of our 
public inſtitutians, Which were charitably intended 
for the benefit of mankind, are much indebted to him 
or their ſupport. If he has been guilty of indiſcre- 
tions, and, at laſt, involved himſelf in guilt; he has 
g allo performed ſuch actions of beneficence, as entitle 
him to pity, if not, reſpect. The Author of the Ram- 
ler, in No. 107. of that celebrated work, having re- 
preſented the deplorable condition of many miſerable 
x wretches, who, through youth, inexperience or paſſi- 
gon, wandered from the paths of virtue, and whoſe in- 
clination might prompt them to forſake the courſe 
into which they were ſeduced ; but whoſe good in- 
tentions were diſappointed by the want of ſhelter and 
protection; it induced many gentlemen to turn their 
auention to this ſubject; and, after ſeveral ſchemes 
had 


” 


"HY 
had been offered and conſidered, the plan of the pre- 
ſent Magdalen Hoſpital was adopted, as liable to the 
leaſt objection, and moſt likely to anſwer their bene- 
volent deſign. Mr. Dodd was one of the firſt who 
undertook the ſapport of this infant charity; he 
wrote many excellent papers in defence of it; he re- 
Plied to all the objections that had been made againſt 
it; he procured ſubſcriptions from his friends, and of- 

fered his aſſiſtance to preach at the Chapel belonging 
to the Hoſpital. By theſe means the place ſoon be- 
came the reſort of people of faſhion and diſtinction, 
and much money was collected at the doors, for the 
uſe of the charity. This Hoſpital was firſt opened 
in Goodman's Fields, on the the 10th of April, 1758; 
but has ſince been removed to St. George's Fields. 
The diligence and popularity of Mr. Dodd, greatly 
contribute to its ſucceſs. He preached his firſt an- 
nual ſermon before the governors, at St Laurence's 
church near Guildhall, on the 26th of April, 1759; 
which was afterwards printed, with a preface, con- 
- taining an account of the inſtitution. In the begin- 
ning of this year, he Publiſhed. Biſhop Hall's Medita- 8 
tions, in tuo volumes. And he printed alſo, an Ode 
on the honour the Marquis of Granby had acquired 
in Germany, addreſſed to the Marchioneſs. 11 
It has been already obſerved, that, from a ſermon 
he publiſhed, entitled, Cautions againſs Methodiſm, 
it | or Unity recommended, it plainly appeared, that he 
| did not eſpouſe the doctrines of the Methodiſts ; 
agagainſt which imputation, he defended himſelf, in 
| tte preface, with ſome warmth. This ſermon was 
3 preached on Eaſter Monday, i in the year 1759, before 
the religious ſocieties in and about London. From 
this aſperſion, he ſeems to have taken ſome pains to 
vindicate himſelf, In 1760 he was the publiſher of 
Original — between the Reve Mr. Jol We 4: L 
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Land Mr. e Thompſon, reſpeding the dofrine. of 
aſſurance, as held by the former, wherein that tenet 


25 fully examined, with ſome ſtrictures on chriſtian per 


feftion. He preached three ſeveral times, in the years 


1739, 1760, and 1761, before the company of apgthe- 


caries, on, Tie wiſdom and goodneſs of God in the 
vegetable creation. Theſe ſermons have been pub- | 
lb 

On the 2 7th of January 1 160, he cracked a ſermon 
at the chapel of the Magdalen Houle before his Kogal 


X Highneſs prince Edward, which was alſo publiſhed, 


In this year came out a monthly performance, called 


the Chriſtian Magazine; in which, if he was not the 


manager, he was a very large contributor to it. In 


this work was inſerted, Reflections on Death. Theſe 


he afterwards collected and publiſhed in a volume, 
dedicated to the Earl of Bute. 

Dr. Squire, who, in 1760, was appointed Bi hop 
of St. David's, had, in the year preceeding, publiſhed 
an excellent work, entitled, Ind tfference for Religion 


inexciſable. On the appearance-of this performance, 
Mr. Dodd wrote a ſonnet, addreſſed to the author, 


who was ſo well pleaſed with this mark of his atten- 
tion, that ſome time after the Biſhop's elevation, he 


11 appointed him his chaplain. In that year he col- 


lected in two volumes a ſeries of papers, called, The 
Viſitor, which had formerly been printed in the 
Public Ledger. He alſo publiſhed another polemical 


piece, entitled, A conference between a My Vic, or 


Hutchinſontan, a Caluiniſt, a Methodiſt, and a member 
of the church of England and others; wherein the 


tenets of each are freely examined and diſcuſſed. He 


alſo publiſhed, An Account of the riſe, progreſs, and 


' preſent ſtate of the Magdalen charity, to which were 


added two anniverſary 8 that he preached before 
the 


[ 16 ] 
the governors. This year he likewiſe publiſhed, A 
familiar Explanation of the Poetical works of Milton; 
to which is prefixed Mr Addiſon's Criticiſm on Para- 
diſe Loſt, with a preface. WR = 
In the year 1760, his patron, Biſhop Squire pro- 
cured him the Prebend of Brecon. His reputation, 
as a writer, was now well eſtabliſhed, and he medi- 
tated. a deſign of publiſhing a large commentary on 
the Bible. In order to render this work more valu- 
able, Lord Maſham preſented him with the MSS. of 
bi the great Mr. Locke, found in his lordſhip's library 
4 at Oates. This work made its appearance in 1763, 
| which he began to publiſh in weekly and monthly 
numbers; and was compleated in three volumes folio; 
but the ſale of it did not anſwer the expectations of 
the author; Beſides the aſſiſtance of Mr. Locke's MSS. 
1 he was favoured with other materials by the loan 
. | of manuſcripts by Dr. Waterland, Lord Clarendon, 
Þ Gilbert Weſt, Dr. Church, and other celebrated 
wn. | 95 Bhs 
In the ſpring of the year 1764, he accompanied 
Biſhop Squire to Brecknock, and, while there, as a 
mark of his gratitude, wrote an Ode inſcribed to 
his benefactor, expreſſive of the happineſs and tran- 
quility he enjoyed in that agreeable retreat. This 
year he publiſhed, Comfort to the Aflicled under ever 
diſtreſs, with ſuitable devotions, And about this 
time, he was appointed chaplain to his majeſty. 1 
In 1766 died his friend and patren Biſhop Squire, 
who appears to have held him in high eſtimation. 
He preached and printed a ſermon on the occaſion of 
his deceaſe, with a Dedication to Mrs. Squire, in 
- which he addreſſes her in the language of conſol- 
tion, and pays a grateful tribute to the memory of 
his much reſpected benefactor.— In the courſe of this fo 
; 7 ; year —_ - 
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year he gave the public the zth edition of Mr. Locke's 
Common-place-book to the Holy Bible, with improue- 
ments. He alſo went to Cambridge, and took a de- 
gree of doctor of laws. 

His next publication was a Collection of his Poems, 
and this was followed by a Sermon preached at St. 
James s Weſtminſter, April 9, 1 767, before the gover- 
nors of the Small Pox Hoſpital, in which he recom- 


1 
mended the practice of inoculation. It is replete _ 
f with thoſe pathetic deſcriptions, which he ſo fre- 
y quently introduced into his diſcourſes, and which 
L never failed to melt his audience into tears. In this 
y particular he excelled the moſt celcbrated preachers 
; of the times. 

f In 1769 he tranſlated from the. French of M. 

j. Maſſillon, Biſhop of Clermont, 3 s preached before 
n Louis 15th. during his minority. ey were called, 


Sermons on the duties of the great, and were inſcribed 
to the Prince of Wales. 
In 1771 he publiſhed his much admired Sermons 
to young men, in three volumes. The thought of this 
publication, was ſuggeſted by Dr. Fordyce' s Sermons 
to young uomen. To each ſermon is annexed a va- 
tꝛiety of anecdotes, collected both from ancient and 
modern authors; intended to illuſtrate by pertinent 
examples, the ſubject of the preceeding diſcourſes. 
I hey are dedicated to Philip Stanhope (now Earl of 

Cheſterfield) and Charles Ernſt, Eſq. who had been 
f 9 his pupils. 7 

He was preſented, in the beginning of 1772, to the 
living of Hockliffe in Buckinghamſhire. 
In the Chriſtian magazine, in 1764, was 1 
x A Propoſal for the Relief of Priſoners for Debt, 
This was written by Dr. Dodd, and laid the firſt 
XX foundation of the preſent ſociety for the releaſe of 
| C 2 perſons 


pe confined in Jail for debts of à Gnall amount. 


4 10 


conſequence of it, a meeting was held for the 
purpoſe of receiving contributions; and the promot- 
ers of this excellent charity were ſoon enabled to ex- 
tend relief to great numbers, who muſt otherwiſe have 
dragged out a miſerable exiſtence, loſt-to themſelves 
and to the community. He preached a ſermon at 
the chapels in Charlotte Street and Bedford Court, 
for the benefit of this laudable inſtitution, which af- 


| terwards appeared in print. About the ſame time he 


publiſhed a ſermon, entitled, The frequency of capital 
Puniſhments inconſiſtent with juſtice, ſound policy and 


religion. But that the author of this diſcourſe 


ſhould, in his own perſon, encreaſe the number of 
theſe capital puniſhments, was a circumſtance, then, 
little to be ſuſpected. At that time, he would have ; 
ſhuddered with Horror, at the thought of his being 
capable of fo atrocious a deed, as ſhould incur ſuch 
a ſevere penalty; yet ſuch is the imperceptible pro- 
greſſion of vice, that, from one degree of guilt to an- 


other, it loſes its deformity, and becomes familiar 
to our minds, till we arrive at laſt, to the worſt ſtages 


of it, and are ready to perpetrate ſuch actions, as we 


had before perſuaded ourſelves, It was not poikble 27 
for us to commit. 


On the 27th of April 1 77 >, 15 again end his 
talents for the advantage of another charity, in a fer- 
mon entitled, Compaſſion to Infants enforced, preached 
at the church of St. Martin in the Fields, before the 


- Preſidents and Guardians of the Diſpenſary for the 


Infant Poor. 
About this period, Dr. Dodd refigned his leQure- 
ſhips of Weſtham and St. Olave's and engaged in 


| Tchemes beyond 'his fortune to ſupport, A chapel 


which was built = Charlotte. Street, and others 
—_— 


F 
him to launch out into extravagancies far beyond his 


; "M income. Tho' ſo popular a preacher, he had no 


2 
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which he became a ſharer in, are ſuppoſed not to 
have ſucceeded in a manner anſwerable to his ex- 
pectations. The flattering diſtinction conferred upon 
him by a late nobleman, might alſo have excited in 
him romantic and viſionary notions; and prompted 


other benefices but what were given him by the Earl 


4 of Cheſterfield; but the means he employed, in order 
to procure a valuable preſentation, not only expoſed 


F him to contempt, but alſo diſcovered a great weakneſs 


4 of underſtanding. He ſoon experienced the effects of 


| ſo ridiculous an expedient, as to offer a bribe to a 
rſon in the moſt exalted ſtation in the kingdom, 


and that too, for an eccleſiaſtical preferment ; againſt 


the expreſs declaration of the ſtatute. Not that we 
| believe, but ſuch bargains are too frequently negoti- 
ated; but the manner in which this buſineſs was 


| q | conducted. entirely blaſted every hope of his prefer- 
ment., and depreciated the character which he had 


long held in the opinion of mankind. The circum- 
| ſtance is briefly this. The living of St. George's, 


Hanover Square was likely ſoon to become vacant. 


1 It was at the diſpoſal of the Lord Chancellor. An 
anonymous letter was ſent to the Lady of that Noble- 
; man, offering a ſum of money, if, through her means 


1 
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Pr. Dodd might be appointed to it. If there was not 
2 — at leaſt, there was ſufficient evidence to prove, 


that he was well acquainted with the contents — He 


is ſaid to have laid the blame i eee on Mrs. Dodd, 
and to have declared, that the application was mile 
without his knowledge. Theſe declarations obtained 
3 no credit. The letter was given to the Chancellor, 
and by him delivered to his Majeſty, who order- 
ed Cr Dodd's name to be ſtruck out of the 


liſt 


E 


Ht of his chaplains. The preſs ſoon began to team 
with ſatire and invetive. The Doctor publiſhed a 
ſhort letter in the St. James's Chronicle, deſiring the 
candid public to ſuſpend their opinion in his "caſe, 
till he had an opportunity of elucidating this affair, 
evincing his integrity to the ſatisfation of mankind, 
and removing every ill impreſſion, with regard to the 
proceedings which had incenſed a moſt reſpectable 
perſonage, and drawn ſuch misfortunes upon him.— 
But the public would neither ſuſpend nor alter their 
opinion. This apology only gave new edge to the 
paſquenades which were diſperſed about. In the 
Summer, the tranſaction was, by Mr. Foote, made 
the ſubject of ridicule, in his play of the Cozeners, 
where Mrs. Dodd 1s introduced 1 in the character of 
Mrs. Simony 

About the time that he quitted his lectureſhips, 


being impatient of a fituation which offered no proſ- 


pet of promotion, he was engaged by Lord Cheſ- 


terfield, whoſe affection for the graces is well known, 
as à proper tutor for his couſm and heir. Dr. 
Dodd's manners were polite ;—his addreſs eaſy and 
engaging; no ſmall recommendations to the Earl. 
Elated by this mark of diſtinction, he engaged in the 
taſk without due conſideration; and to accommo- 
date his pupils, of whom he had ſeveral, beſides Lord 
Cheſterfield, took a large houſe in Southampton Row, 
where he lived ſeveral years. Before his diſmiſſion 
from Court, the young Lord Cheſterfield had come 
to his title and fortune! and he appears to have re- 
tained his regard for his tutor, notwithſtanding this 
diſgraceful ſtigma. The living of Winge, in Buck- 
inghamſhire, becoming vacant, he was preſented to 


it in 1774. and was alſo ne one of his lord- 
* chaplains. n - 
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At this time he ſeemed determined to efface the ii 
impreſſions which the world had received, by means 
of this unfortunate application ;. he placed himſelf 
foremoſt in the ſupport of ſome newly-inſtituted cha- 
rities. His aſſiduities for the ſupport, relief, and 
diſcharge of perſons impriſoned for {mall debts, have 
been already mentioned ; neither were they unremit- 

ted. | 
He preached a Sermon in recommendation. of the 
plan for recovering perſons apparently drowned, — 
About this time, he was appointed chaplain to the 
Free Maſons, and printed a ſpeech made by. him, on 
laying the foundation-ſtone of a building, belonging 

to them, in Queen- Street. 2 
It will be clearly perceived, from the number and 
variety of Dr. Dodd's publications, that his induſtry 
has been very great, and his abilities not to be de- 


ſpiſed. If he does not rank with the firſt writers of 


the age, he is far from ſinking to an equality with the 
numerous race, whoſe productions daily iſſue from 
the preſs. Had he confined his attention to one ſingle 
branch of literature, without permitting his mind to 
wander over ſuch a variety of ſubjects, it is proba- 
ble, that he would have excelled in that department 
which he ſhould have made choice of. It is cer- 


| tain, however, that without unremitted induſtry, he 
never could have executed ſo many works with any 


degree of credit; and ſome muſt beallowed to riſe 
above mediocrity” 143-56 

In the pulpit, he exerted his talents with the 
greateſt ſucceſs ; there it was always in his power to 
convince, perſuade, amuſe, and inſtruct. He-ſeem- 
ed to have uncontrouled authority over the human 
breaſt : and could, when he pleaſed, excite ſuch paſſi- 


ons as he wiſhed to draw forth. His ſermons, di- 


veſted of the advantages of his own oratory, loſe much 
of 
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of the eſſect which they produced in their delivery, 
but fill are to be conſidered as not en the at- 


tention of mankind. 
His poetical b were e only to be eſtecmed 


: as the mere amuſements of an idle hour; and, in- 
| deed, he acknowledges himſelf, that he did not pre- 
ſume to affect the high character of a poet 


Though the preferments of Dr. Dodd were nat © of 
very conſiderable value, yet the profits' ariſing from 
his publications were great. One of his firſt 


works hadd been a ſelection of the beauties of Shake- 


ſpear, to whom he again turned his attention; hav- 


ing formed a deſign to print a new edition in a moſt 
pompous manner, and ornamented with the moſt 


elegant decorations. It is ſaid, that this ſcheme, as 
it never was compleated, was highly injurious to his 
Fortune. To this undertaking many of his friends 


aſcribe part of the neceſſities in which he was in- 


volved, and which tempted him to that fatal expe- 
dient to raiſe money, for which he ſuffered. In the 
Summer of the year 1776, he went to Paris, and du- 
ring his ſtay in that city, was in treaty with ſeveral 
artiſts, who were to execute the plates of his intended 


edition. - 
Dr. Dodd, at no Pernod of his li; » was ee 


by the rules of ceconomy. A mode of living far be- 
ond the bounds of his income; a fondneſs for 7 
ſplendor and gaiety, and a total inattention to the 


maxims of worldly prudence, had contributed to 
embarraſs his circactian ances, and oblige him to have 
recourſe to almoſt any means, to ſilence the impor- 
tunities of creditors, and to extricate himſelf from 


thoſe difficulties, which preſſed upon him. Unhap - 
pily for him, the ſcheme of obtaining a ſum of mo- 
ney by making uſe. of Lord Cheſterfield's name ſu - 
geſted itfelf to him, and the execution of it was at the 
| | | be- 3 
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beginning attended with ſucceſs. A bond bearing 
date the 4th. of February 1777 was put into the 
hands of Lewis Robinſon a broker, in order to raiſe 
the ſum of (4 200. Meſſ. Fletcher and Peach agreed 
to lend the ſame on the ſecurity propoſed; which 
was accordingly delivered to them, and the mone 

received, Mr. Manley, attorney to the lenders obſerv- 
ing a blot in the bond, which had the appearance of 
deſign rather than accident, applied to Lord Cheſter- 


field, for information whether he acknowledged the 


ſecurity to be his own execution. The ſignature was 
diſowned by his lordſhip, and both Dr. Dodd, and 
Robinſon the broker, were immediately ſecured, by a 
warrant from the Lord Mayor, and brought before 
him to be examined, on Saturday, the Sth day of 
February, at Guildhall, when the e parties were 
publicly heard, and both the Doctor and Robinſon 
ſent to Wood -Street Compter. | 

Dr. Dodd was no ſooner taken into cuſtody, than 
his miſerable ſituation appeared to him in all its hor- 
rors. He acted on the firſt charge, not like a man 
hackneyed in the ways of wickedneſs, but like one 
ſurpriſed into guilt, and rouſed to a ſenſe of his con- 
dition. He made no attempt to exculpate himſelf, at 
the expence of truth, but freely acknowledged his 
crime; and abſolutely acquitted Mr. Robinſon of any 
participation in it. He refunded all the money and 
ſecurities which remained in his poſſeſſion, and af- 


ſigned effects ſufficient to ſecure Mel. Fletcher and 


Peach. from any loſs which they could poſſibly 
ſuſtain. Indeed, all the principals ſeemed ſo well 


ſatisſied with his behaviour, that no one of them 


was willing to proſecute him; he therefore earneſtly 
begged to be diſmiſſed. The perturbations of his 


ſpirits were ſuch, that his defence was broken and un- 
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connecied. The ſeveral complainants were, how- 


ever, bound over to proſecute | and both he and 
Robinſon conducted to priſon, through crowds of 
witneſſes to his diſgrace, who were no leſs concerned 


than aſtoniſhed, at the dreadful fituation. in which 


be had involved himſelf. 

Thus was this unhappy convict fallen from the 
ſummit of reſpect, eſteem and admiration, to the low- 
eſt degree of wretchedneſs and miſery. Veneration 


was now changed to contempt. His friends, could 


onlv, in ſilence, lament his fate; and thoſe who dif- 


liked him, from prejudice, envy or reſentment gave 
full ſcope to invective and detraction. His crime 
was not only exaggerated, but things were laid to 


his charge, of which he was innocent. This one 
act of criminality ſeemed to have effaced all his for- 
mer acts of goodneſs and humanity.—But when the 
paſſions of men began to cool. their language was al- 


ſo changed. They commiſerated his ſituation, la- 


mented his weakneſs, and thought him a deſerved 


object of mercy. 
At the enſuing ſeſſions at the Old Bailey, a bill of 


indictment was preferred againſt him; and on Satur- 
day, the 24th of February, he was arraigned. Pre- 


vious to the finding of the bill, application had been 
made to the court; for leave to bring Robinſon before 
the Grand Jury, to give his teſtimony; but this re- 

ueft was refuſed. However, either by miſtake or 


colluſion, an, order was obtained from the proper of- 
ficer, and Robinſon was examined. To this proceed- 


ing, the Doctor, by his counſel, excepted ; and, after 
much altercation, in the courſe of which, the conduct 


ol the clerk of the arraigns, was ſeverely reprobated : 


it was allowed, that the fact ſhould be ſtated ſpecial- 


ly, and the opinion of the Judges taken upon it.— 
Upon 
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Upon this circumſtance, it has been obſerved, that, 
as ſatisfaction had been made to the principa!s, the 


proſecution was carried on with much greater rigour, 


than might have been expected; eſpecially, as the 
Doctor had it in his power effectually to have quaſh- 
ed the proſecution, if he had had recollection enough, 
to have demanded the bond. when he had reſtored 
the money, which had been frauduiently obtained 
upon it. 333 3 | 
In his defence, he ſaid. that he was affected with 
a deep ſenſe of the malignity of his crime, in ſuch a 
commercial ſtate as ours; that as the moral turpi- 
tude of it, conſiſted in the intention, he hoped he 
was entitled to ſome lenity, from the conſideration, 
that no fraud was eventually deſigned, but that he 
had firmly reſolved to reſtore the money in a few 
months, and that at preſent, he had done all in his 
power to make full and perfect amends ; that, there- 
fore, as no man had ſuſtained any injury, he begged 
that his caſe might be conſidered in its true ſtate of 
clemency ; that he had been proſecuted after the 
moſt ſolemn aſſurances, by Mr. Manley, the attor- 
ney, that he ſhould not be hurt; that a perſon avow- 
edly criminal in the ſame. indictment with himſelf, 
had been produced as a capable witneſs againſt him; 
that life, after the prefent load of obloquy, with 
which he had been oppreſſed, was ef little value; 
but that he had ties of a tender nature which rendered 
him deſirous of prolonging his miſerable exiſtence; 
that he had a wife, who for twenty-ſeven years had 
lived an unparalled example of conjugal attachment; 
that he had creditors, honeſt men, who would loſe 
much by his death; and that, for their ſakes, he 


hoped ſome mercy would be ſhewn to him. — He 


was, however, found guzl!y.- | 
| 2k : | In 
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In the interval between this and the ſeſſions which 


began in May, the judges met; and, after conferring 


together, determined that the evidence of Robinſon 


was competent and admiſſible. With this opinion 


he was acquainted by judge Aſton, at the opening 
of the enſuing ſeſſions, that he might be prepared for 


the conſequence at the cloſe of it. He ſaid, that 
he was fully ſatisfied, with the juſtice of their lord- 


ſhips opinion. 
On Friday the 26th of May, he was again brought 


to the bar in order to receive ſentence. has being 


aſked what he had to alledge, why judgment ſhould 
not be pronounced againſt him, he addreſſed the 
court in ſo pathetic a manner, as drew tears from the 
eyes of all preſent. He pleaded his ſervices, as a 
miniſter of the goſpel, in diſcharging of which 
ſacred office, he hoped, that the had neither been idle 
nor ſeleſs; but that, of his numerous auditors, 


ſome had been preſerved from fin, and ſomc 


had been reclaimed; that a great part of his 
life had paſſed in exciting and exerciſing charity; in 
relieving ſuch diſtreſſes as he now felt; and in ad- 
miniſtering thoſe conſolations, which he now want- 
ed, It may ſeem ſtrange, ſaid he, that remember- 


ing what I have lately been, I ſhould ſtill wiſh to 


„ continue what I am, But, contempt of death, 


ho ſpeciouſly ſoever it might mingle with heathen 


56 virtues, has nothing 1 in it ſuitable to chriſtian peni- 
* tence. Many motives impel me to beg earneſtly 


4 for life. I feel the natural horror of a violent 


50 death; and the univerſal dread of untmely diſſo- 
„ lution. 


From which it has hom inferred by ſome, that he, ; 
who, as a divine, had uſed arguments againſt the 
fears of death, was himſelf afraid to die. But let it 


be conſidered, that an ine us death, is of all 
| others 
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others the moſt terrible; and what criminal has not 
wiſhed to avoid it. Not to mention that inherent 
deſire in man for the prolongation of life, he might 
have requeſted a longer continuance of it. in order 
to repent of the crimes he had committed, and of 
the errors of his paſt conduct by an exemplary re- 
formation; and by meditation and conuition, to have 
prepared himſelf ſor the awful tribunal of omnipo- 
tence and for the preſence of the judge of the uni- 
verſe. But his meeting death with compoſure and 
fortitude, is a ſufficient anſwer to theſe conjec- 
ures, 7; © 6 
The recorder, after a previous addreſs, paſſed 

tlie uſual ſentence. He told him that he appeared 
to entertain a very proper ſenſe of the enormity of the 
offence which he had committed; that he appeared 
ioo, in a ſlate of contrition of mind; and that he had, 
be doubted not, duly reflected, how far the danger- 
cus tendency of the offence, he had been guilty of, 

was encreaſed by the influence of example, in being 

committed by a perſon of his character, and of the 
= ſacred function of which he was a member. He ob- 
ſerved, that his application for mercy muſt be made 
elſe where; that it would be cruel in the court to 
7 flatter him; that there was a power of diſpenſing, 
Where he might apply. | | 
> Numerous indeed have been the applications to 
the throne, in behalf ofthis unfortunate man. Their 
number, the quality of the petitioners, and the earn- 

| eſtneſs of their requeſts, are unparalled in the annals 

of this country; all of which muſt make his example 
the more ſtriking, and be a convincing proof that 
x forgery is an unpardonable crime in this kingdomn.— 
Nothing can be a ſtronger proof of the public eſteem 
in which Doctor Dodd was held, than the petition 
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that they had no ſmall degree of regard for their 
paſtor.—His jurers alſo felt for his ſituation, and im- 


to this world and all its tranſient enjoyments. To 


from the outward behaviour, his ſentiments were the 5 | 


been very trifling, and his employmentvery improper *"# 


[ 92 ] 
from the city of London, one of the firſt continerctal 
cities in the world. The petitions from the inhabi- 


taius of Weſtham and St. Olave, are proofs, that his 
behaviour to his flock had been irreproachable, and 


plored his majeſty to pardon him. Several thouſands 
in and about London, united their prayers and peti- 
tions, that ſentence of death might not be executed 
upon him. 

He employed the interval of time, from his re- 
ceiving ſentence, to the day of execution, in prayer 
and meditation; and if his repentence was ſhort, it 
is to be hoped, it was ſincere. And that he was per- 
fectly reſigned to his fate, and not only endeavoured 
to prepare himſelf, but his fellow convict, for that 
day of trial, when they were to bid a ſolemn farewel 


this purpoſe, he compoſed a very ſerious and perti- 
nent addreſs. which, with much fervour and humi- 7 
liation, he delivered to them on Friday, the 6th of 
June, in the chapel of Newgate. If there is a time, 
when a man ſpeaks what he really feels, it muſt be 
in ſuch a fituation as this. As far as can be judged 


reſult of conviction ;—his ſorrow was unfeigned ; = 
and he addreſſed his unhappy auditors, in a u- 7 
guage which flowed from the heart. His thoughts, 
therefore, may be ſuppoſed to make fame imprethon 
on thoſe who heard them. Fl 
It had been ſaid, that his babar in gaol had 


for a man in his wretched ſituation. —But that was a 
groundleſs calumny, as appears from his digeſting % 
and 1 9 a book of Devotions, written by Rol- 

| ſel, 
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ſel, for the uſe of priſoners; which he recommended 
to be publiſhed under the ſanction of the corporation 
of London ; and he wiſhed that his ſhort addreſs to 
his unhappy fellow-priſoners, might be prefixed to 
the work; as, from the fad ſingularity of his unhap- 

circumſtances, it may gain more attention from 
them, than the much better labours of another per- 
ſon. HAST 
During his confinement, a torrent of letters poured 
in upon him, partly from religious ſenſible people; 
partly from well-meaning perſons, who had more 


zeal than knowledge. Books, of very different con- 


tents were (ent to him; ſo that he had ſuch a collec- 
tion of different ſyſtems of doctrine, intruded upon 
him, as were ſufficient to diſtreſs and perplex any hu- 
man Being. He was alſo viſited by perſons of very 
different ſentiments and complexions ; among thefe, 
were Mr. Weſley, and Mr. Romaine, of whom he 
ſpoke very reſpectfulſy; and from the latter, he ac- 
knowledged, to have received peculiar comfort. He 
frequently appeared to have a deep ſenſe of his paſt 


offences ;- lamented, with tears, the diſhonour he had 


brought upon ret gion, aud upon that ſacred func- 


tion; and declared, with great emotion, that if he 
could wipe off the offence, he would gladly ſubmit 
to the greiteil tortures; and would rather die, than 


return into the world again, to offend his God, and 


act inconſiſtent with his Holy Will, | 
The day before his execution, he mentioned to the 
ordinary, what a day of tral it would be, as he muſt, 
on that day, take a final- leave of his dear wife, to 
whom he had becu married twenty ſcven years, and 
who had been remarkauly affectionate to him 
throughout that peric:t, In the evening, aſter the 
interview, be fatd, —\ow te bitterneſs of death is 
| over ! 
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over! I am ready! Hd acknowledged, that Mrs. 
Dadd behaved, on the occafion, better than he could 
have expected :—we parted, he ſaid, as thoſe who hope 


to meet again. He declared his readineſs to die, aud 


that he put his whole confidence in the merits * his 
Lord and Saviour. 
On the morning of his death, the ordinary. went to 


him, with the Rev. Mr. Dobey, chaplain of the Mag- 
dalen, whom he had deſired to attend him to the 


place of execution ; he appeared compoled ; and 
ſaid, that he had ſome comfortable ſleep, by which 
he ſhould be better enabled to perform his duty. 


When they were in the veſtry, adjoining to the cha- 


pel, he exhorted his fellow-ſufferer, (who had at- 
tempted to deſtroy himſelf), with grea: tenderneſs, 
and emotion of heart, entreating him to conſider, that 
he had but a ſhort time to live, and that it was highly 
neceflary, that he, as well as himſelf, ſhould make 
good uſe of his time, to implore pardon of God, un- 
der a deep ſenſe of ſin, and look up to that Lord, by 
whoſe Merits alone, ſinners could be ſaved. His 
converſation to this poor youth, was ſo moving, that 
tears flowed from the eyes of all preſent. 


When he went into the chapel to prayers and the 


Holy Communion, true contrition and warmth of 
devotion, appeared evident in him, throughout the 


whole "HR ng 


After waiting ſome time for the officers, he aſked 
what o'clock it was, and being told it was half an 
hour after eight, he ſaid, . wiſh they were ready, for 

Juſt before the ſheriff's officers came with the hal- 
ters, he was told, that he muſt paſs through a little 
ſolemnity, before he went out; he aſked, . What ts 


that ?'—* You will be bound. "He looked up, and 


laid, — 
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ſaid, —Yet am I free, my freedom is there. He bore 
it with chriſtian patience. After he was bound, the 
ordinary offered to alſiſt him with his arm, in con- 
ducting him through the yard, but he replied.— ! 
I'm as firm as a rect! As he paſſed along the yard, the 


ſpectators and priſoners wept and bemoaned him; 


and he in return, prayed God to bleſs them. 
On the way to execution, he conſoled himfelf in 
reſlecting and ſpeaking of what Chriſt had ſuffered for 


him; lamented the depravity of human nature, which 


made ſanguinary laws neceſſary; and ſaid, he could 
=X gladly have died in the prifon-yard, as being led out 


to public execution, greatly diſtreſſed him. 


When he came near the ſtreet, where he formerly 
delt, he was much affected, and wept. He ſaid, 


IJ probably his tears would ſeem to be the effect of 


= cowardice, but it was a weakneſs he could nat help; 


E and added, he hoped he was going to a better home. 
When he arrived at the fatal tree, he aſcended the 
cart, and ſpoke much to his fellow-ſufferer. He then 


prayed, not only for himſelf, but alſo for his wife, and 
for the unfortunate youth, that ſuffered with him; 


and declaring that he died in the true faith of the 


2 Goſpel of Chriſt, in perfe& love and charity with all 
i mankind, and with thankfulneſs to his friends, he 


ation. 


AF was launched into eternity, imploring mercy for his 
ſoul, for the ſake of his Bleſſed Redeemer. — 


He delivered to the Ordinary the following decla- 
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SOLEMN DECLARATION. 


To the words of dying men regard 
has always been paid. I am brought 


* * * 


hither to ſuffer death for an act of fraud, 
of which I confeſs myſelf guilty with 
ſhame, ſuch as my former ſtate of life 
naturally produces, and I hope with ſuch 
ſorrow as He, to whom the heart is 
known, will not diſregard. I repent that 
I have violated the laws by which peace 
and confidence are eſtabliſhed among 
men; I repent that I have attempted to 
injure my fellow- creatures; and I repent * 
that I have brought diſgrace upon my 
order, and diſcredit upon religion: but 
my offences againſt God are without name 
and number, and can admit only of ge- 
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neral confeſſion and general repentance. # 
—Grant almighty 


es, 
ln God, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that my repentance, how- - 
ever late, however imperfect, may not be 
IN vain, a. | b 
* The 


3 


. r 
- - The little good that now remains in 
: thoſe 


power, is to warn others againſt 

temptations by which I have been ſeduc- 
ed. I have always ſinned againſt con- 
viction; my principles have never been 
ſhaken ; I have always conſidered the 
Chriſtian religion as a revelation from 
God, and its divine Author as the Saviour 
of the world , but the laws of God, tho' 
never diſowned by me, have often been 
forgotten. I was led aſtray from religi- 


' ous ſtrictneſs by the deluſion of ſne and 


the delights of yoluptuouſneſs. I never 
knew ar attended to the calls of 8 
or the needful minuteneſs of painful 
oeconomy. Vanity and pleaſure, into 
which I plunged, required expence diſ- 
roportionate to my income; expence 
rought diſtreſs _ me, and diſtreſs, 
importunate diſtreſs, urged me to tem- 
porary fraud. = 
For this fraud Iam to die; and I die de- 
claring in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 
however I have deviated from my own 
precepts, I have taught others, to the beſt 
of my knowledge, and with all fincerity, 
the true way to eternal happineſs. My 
life, for ſome few unhappy years paſt, has 
been dreadfully erroneous, but my mini- 
ſtry has been always ſincere. I have 
conſtantly believed, and I now leave the 
world 


a June 27, 1777. 
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world ſolemnly avowing my conviction, 
that there is no other name under Heaven 
by which we can be ſaved, but only the 


name of the Lord Jeſus; and I entreat all 
who are here to join with me in my laſt 

tition, that, for the ſake of that Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, my fins may be forgiven, 


and my ſoul received into his everlaſting. 


kingdom. 
WILLIAM DODD. 


The dark ſcene, which has ſo lately engaged our 


attention is now cloſed; nature, reaſon, and religion 


b; fickens at the Feine rater. And now that he is 
dead let the tongue of ſcandal be filent. He has 


ſuffered for his offence; he has forgiven his enemies, 

and now reſis, in hope for forgiveneſs himſelf. But 
let his fatal exit, be a dreadful caution to the world, 

how they indulge in vanities, voluptuouſneſs and ex- 
penſive pleaſures, Oeconomy is a virtue too much 
neglected in theſe diffipated times, but it is a virtue 
which ought to be more inculcated than it generally 
is; whereas falſe notions of generoſity have induced 


many people to laugh it out of countenance. By a 


contrary conduct, this unhappy divine, who might 
have been an ornament to his profeſſion, has given 
cauſe of triumph to the enemies of chriſtianity, who 
are too much inclined to vilify that religion, where 

precepts 


8 . — 
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precepts are ſo notoriouſly diſregarded. But theſe 
precepts are not the leſs valuable, becauſe they loſe 
their influence in a corrupt and degenerate age. 
When men are brought by vice into ſorrow and diſ- 
treſs ; then are they impreſſed with a ſenſible convic- 
tion ofits tendency, and are convinced, that a religious 
life not only has the promiſe of happineſs, hereafter 
but produces peace, contentment and ſatisfaction even 
in this world. 
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